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July 2026 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

WHAT IS HAPPENING TO LUTHERANISM AND LITURGICAL 

WORSHIP? 

 

I found this article on Facebook one day and shared it with my followers.      

It was an article written about the Anglican tradition of Christianity.  

However, as I read through it, I noticed that this also would apply to 

Lutheran Christianity as well or any liturgical house of Christian worship. 

So, I replaced Anglicanism with Lutheranism.  It still fits and still applies. 

Ask yourself some of these same questions. Do you know where and what 

these different places in our church’s worship space architecturally                    

are for and what their meaning is about?  

+ 

Have you noticed that many Lutherans today have a hard time identifying the 

altar and also struggle to name other parts of their church building? 

 

A few decades ago, Lutheran church members knew the difference between 

the nave, chancel, and sanctuary. They understood why the font stood near 

the entrance, why the lectern was shaped like an eagle, and why churches 

traditionally faced east.                                                                                       

Today, much of that knowledge is vastly fading away. 

continued on page 2 

 

 

1.) The Nave is where the congregation gathers. The name comes from the 

Latin word, "navis" which means "ship". It symbolizes the Church as the Ark 

of Salvation carrying God's people through the storms of life. 
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continued from page 1 

The Lutheran church building was never designed merely for convenience. It was built to teach theology,     

tell the story of salvation, and direct worshippers towards God. 

 

1.) The Nave is where the congregation gathers. The name comes from the Latin word, "navis" which means 

"ship". It symbolizes the Church as the Ark of Salvation carrying God's people through the storms of life. 

 

2.) The Chancel is the area around the altar. It means a screen that historically separated the nave from the area 

where choir and clergy stay. Historically, it was reserved for the clergy and choir. It symbolizes the heavenly 

realm and reminds worshippers that they are drawing nearer to the presence of God. 

 

3.) The Sanctuary is the holiest part of the church where the altar stands. It represents God's dwelling place 

among His people and points to both the Temple of Jerusalem, which is in the East, and the heavenly worship 

described in Scripture. 

4.) The Altar (or commonly known as the “table”. Though this was not always the case for Lutherans or 

liturgical churches to call such appointments a common ordinary name such as a table. Though, it is the 

“table” of the Lord, We as Lutheran Christians have always called this appointment, an altar. For it is the 

Lord’s Table alone, not our table.  For the use of the word table insinuates a certain theological 

understanding of what Holy Communion really is to certain Christian denominational doctrines.  For 

Lutherans, Christ is truly and really present before us, with, in, and under the elements of bread and wine. 

Holy Communion is not a symbol or a remembrance meal of what once happened. For Lutheran Christians 

Christ is truly present as he was the day he instituted this very meal to his disciples that night.  For time and 

space are one in the same as it were that very same night.)  You see, it is the very focal point of Lutheran 

worship. It stands for Christ's ultimate sacrifice, and our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, Christ's presence 

among His people with and in the forms of bread and wine, and the heavenly banquet to which all baptized 

believers are invited. 

 

5.) The Pulpit was traditionally elevated so that the preacher could be clearly seen and heard. It symbolizes the 

authority of God's Word and the ministry of preaching. 

 

6.) The Lectern is where the Scriptures are read. In many Anglican churches it is shaped like an eagle, and it's 

deliberate. The eagle symbolizes the spreading of the Gospel throughout the world and the soaring nature of 

God's Word. 

 

7.) The Font is from Latin word "fontis", which means fountain. It is usually located near the main entrance of 

the church. This is intentional. Baptism is the doorway into the Christian life and into the fellowship of the 

Church. 

         continued on page 3 
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continued from page 2 

8.) The “Vestry”/Sacristy is where clergy and servers prepare for worship. Historically, it was 

also the place where parish records and sacred vessels were kept, and where church 

administration meetings are held. 

 

9.) The Church Bell was not merely used to tell time. It called the faithful to prayer, announced 

important events, and reminded the surrounding community of God's presence. 

 

Many traditional Lutheran churches were built facing east. The east reminds us of the 

Resurrection, the rising sun, and the Christian hope of Christ's return in glory. 

 

Even the arrangement and appointments of the furniture carried meaning. The north side was 

known as the Gospel Side, while the south side was known as the Epistle Side. Every position 

had a purpose and every object told a story.  However, here at Saint Paul Church they are on the 

opposite sides to where they historically should be. 

 

The question is this:                                                                                                                             

Are we simplifying Lutheranism for a new generation, or are we gradually losing parts of a rich 

spiritual heritage that helped teach the faith? 

 

Which Lutheran tradition, symbol, or practice do you think is disappearing in our generation? 

 

What part of the Lutheran architecture do you need more explanation for? 

Summer Office Hours 

The church office will be open 

Monday-Thursday  

from 8:30-5:00.   
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On June 21, 2026 I began my service as Director of Music and Organist here at Saint Paul. 

While I know many of the folks here, I would like to tell you a bit about my 'Connections' 

with this Church. 

The connections with Saint Paul began way before I was born as my Great-Grandparents, 

Charles A. and Carrie K. Steiner were active members of this congregation when Saint 

Paul's building was located on Baltimore and Centre Streets. My Grandfather, George K. 

Steiner was active in this congregation and worked with the Building Committee to 

construct the present St. Paul building in 1959. 

Moving forward, I began my connection to this Church when I served another Saint Paul 

Lutheran Church. I was Organist while at Frostburg State (College) University and learned 

about the Lutheran Liturgy and Music from your former associate Pastor, the Reverend 

Donald Sause who was Pastor of St. Paul's in Frostburg. 

In 1981 I moved to Baltimore to begin my service as Director of Music and Organist at 

Second English Lutheran Church and was honored to serve with their Pastor, The Reverend 

Donald Turley, a son of this congregation. 

I moved back to Cumberland in 1985 to begin an almost 41 year service in various 

capacities as Director of Music and Organist and at times just Organist at Emmanuel 

Episcopal Church just down the street. I had the opportunity to get to know and work with 

many of the previous Directors of Music/Organists here at Saint Paul's from Kim Buckel in 

the 1970's, Carole Lennox, Carol Duffus and David Rankin. David and I studied organ 

together at then FSC with the same teacher back in the mid-1970's and have remained 

friends ever since.      continued on page 5 
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Please join us for fellowship and a potluck luncheon following worship 

on Sunday, July 5th.    

 

 

 

An 8:30 a.m. Eucharistic Worship will be held each Sunday during the summer 

 in the lower-level chapel.  Worship at 10:00 a.m. will continue in the  

church nave. 

continued from page 4 

Since 1980 when the 'New” Schlicker Pipe Organ was installed here at Saint Paul, I, in my 

Organbuilding role have cared for the Tuning and Servicing of this wonderful instrument. 

It seems like with a lifetime of 'Connections' with this congregation it was logical to apply 

for this position when my friend David retired in May. 

I look forward to getting to know you all in the days ahead. Please introduce yourself to 

me after worship services or at the monthly Coffee Hour. We will resume Church Choir and 

Handbells at the end of the summer, so please consider joining one of these groups.  

I hope to have a “Meet and Greet” potluck lunch in August at my house and more about 

that will appear in the Spire and Church announcements. 

 

Mark W. Steiner 

June 24, 2026 
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A paint and sip event with Beth Hilliker will be held on Friday, July 17th  
beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the upper level coffee house at St. Paul Church. 

The cost is $25.00 which includes paint supplies and instruction for 
creating the image shown.  No skill is needed to participate. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board by Sunday, July 12th.    

BYOB and a small snack to share. 
 

Joy Book  Club            

 
 The Lost Bookshop written by Evie Woods is our reading selection.  

For too long, Opaline, Martha and Henry have been the side                                   

characters in their own lives. 

 

But when a vanishing bookshop casts its spell, these three unsuspecting strangers 

will discover that their own stories are every bit as extraordinary as the ones found 

in the pages of their beloved books. And by unlocking the secrets of the shelves, 

they find themselves transported to a world of wonder…                                             

where nothing is as it seems. 

Our discussion is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28th at 6:00 p.m.                                      

in fellowship hall. 
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WANTED: St. Paul's Scholarship Committee member 

After this summer, following many years of service, Tamela Rankin is stepping 

down from the Scholarship Committee.  (Thank you, Tamela!)   

We now have one open position on the committee. 

Qualifications: Membership and/or regular attendance to St. Paul's.  A background 

in education is preferred but not required. 

Responsibilities: Meet with the committee once each summer, usually in late 

June/early July, to discuss and evaluate student applications for the Schaidt, 

Bowersox, Frick, and Feeser scholarships.   

Interested? Questions? Contact Caitlin Hudgins, Chair of the Scholarship 

Committee, at chudgin@gmail.com or 404-556-1542.  

 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church extends its Christian sympathy to the family and friends 

of Gary Miller and Cindy Read.   

 

$10 Giving Sunday – July 26th  

July-September             Bountiful Blessings 

October-December              Interfaith Food Pantry 

 

I will include a GIVING SUNDAY envelope in the bulletin on the designated 

Sunday so if you don't have offering envelopes you can still give for the 

designated area of focus for that month/quarter.  

Thank you for sharing your treasures!! 

Casey Colledge, Stewardship Chairperson 

mailto:chudgin@gmail.com
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Thank you David and Tamela Rankin! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Staff Appreciation May 31 
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Trinity United Methodist Church 

122 Grand Avenue 

Cumberland, MD 21502 

 

May 12, 2026 

 

Bountiful Blessings 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

15 N. Smallwood St. 

Cumberland, MD 21502 

 

We at Trinity appreciate the 

services Bountiful Blessings 

provides to the less fortunate in 

our community.  Two of our 

members, who volunteer at 

Bountiful Blessings, tell us how 

your ministry touches lives. 

 

Please find enclosed a check for 

$1,000.00 to aid in the fine work 

you do. 

 

Thank you from the congregation 

at Trinity United Methodist 

Church. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Edward Wagner 

Treasurer 

 

Dear Family, 

Words are not enough to show how thankful 

we are. The prayers, food, hugs, calls and tears 

shed together are GREATLY appreciated!  You 

All have been with us thru life’s journey and we 

feel your love in our hearts. 

Thank you ALL for everything.   

Love, 

Christine and family  

 

 Dear St. Paul’s Vestry and Church family, 

Thank you so much for the generous gift and luncheon.  I 

apologize for not being able to attend what I’m sure was 

a delicious lunch.  It’s been a pleasure to be back serving 

as St. Paul’s treasurer.  I get to work with so many 

wonderful people that make my job enjoyable.  

Thank you again!  Stephanie Wade 

 

Dear St. Paul Vestry, Church Family and Friends, 

I so appreciate your thoughtfulness and generosity with 

a staff appreciation gift and luncheon.  My job as parish 

administrator is diverse, rewarding and I’m thankful for 

such a supportive congregation.  I enjoy seeing and 

talking to many of you through work in weekly 

ministries. 

Thank you again, 

Debbie Szymanski 
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ONLINE GIVING  

St. Paul Church has established and opened an online giving option.  If you’d like 

give your offering/tithe online, please use the QR code above. Recurring and one-

time donations can be set up via the QR code.  Please see Debbie or Stephanie in 

the office if you need assistance. 
 

Bountiful Blessings 

 

 

We are asking for donations of tissues.  If you are able to help assist our 

community neighbors in this way, please put donations in the box located near the 

parking lot entrance.  Thank you! 
 

 

June Paint and Sip 
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Vacation Bible School 2026 
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Vacation Bible School 2026 
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Vacation Bible School 2026 
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Sunday  July 5 

 8:30 a.m.  Worship in Luther Chapel 

10:00 a.m.  Worship  

11:30 a.m.  Potluck luncheon 
Monday  July 6 
6:00-8:00  Art class-coffee house 
7:00 p.m. Let’s Beautify Cumberland! 

Meeting-Fellowship Hall 
Thursday  July 9 
4:00-6:00  Bountiful Blessings 
Saturday  July 11 
10:00 a.m.  Grief Support group 
Sunday  July 12 
 8:30 a.m.  Worship in Luther Chapel 

10:00 a.m.  Worship  

Monday  July 13 

 Beginnings Montessori camp week 

11:00 a.m.  Prayers in Luther Chapel 

6:00-8:00  Art class-Fellowship Hall 

Friday  July 17 

6:00 p.m.  Paint and Sip-coffee house 

Saturday  July 18 

10:00-3:00  Shake Your Soul 

Sunday  July 19 
 8:30 a.m.  Worship in Luther Chapel 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 

4:00-8:00  Fellowship Hall reserved 

Monday  July 20 

 Beginnings Montessori camp week 

6:00-8:00  Art class-Fellowship Hall 

Thursday  July 23 

4:00-6:00  Bountiful Blessings 

Saturday  July 25 
10:00 a.m.  Grief Support group 
Sunday  July 26 
 8:30 a.m.  Worship in Luther Chapel 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 

Monday  July 27 

 Beginnings Montessori camp week 

6:00-8:00  Art class-Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday  July 28 

6:00 p.m.  Joy Book Club 

  

 

 

 

July and August birthdays 

 

July 23-Nancy Ayers 

August 5-Terry Hostetler 

August 22-Rena Christopher 


