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We never really knew if it was a true story, or whether it was just 

another one of those exaggerated legends or not.  As the story goes, on a 

nice and warm May evening, the entire seminary community gathered in 

the chapel to celebrate The Great Feast/festival Day of the Ascension of our 

Lord.  It was a wonderful, high mass worship experience, complete with 

crucifier, torches, bible bearer, banners and lots of incense.  The deans, 

faculty, and seminarians were all suitably vested, attired with copes, capes, 

chasubles, scapulars and even a few birettas were being worn.  The 

assembly gathered with great dignity and intensity to commemorate the 

holy mystery of Jesus’ ascension into the heavens.    

As the wonderful liturgy was ending, the double doors to the nave were 

opened, and amidst clouds of great incense, the congregation emerged from 

the chapel singing some great Ascension hymn.  But, unknown to the 

worshipers, an enterprising student had taken one of those life-size 

Christmass Nativity figures of Jesus (you know, the hollow, plastic, painted 

kind) and stuffed it with some sort of rocket device to have it fly into the 

air. As the procession of vested clergy marched sedately into the courtyard 

of the chapel, the student lit the fuse.   continued on page 2 
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continued from page 1 

As the wonderful liturgy was ending, the double doors to the nave were opened, and amidst clouds of 

great incense, the congregation emerged from the chapel singing some great Ascension hymn.       

But, unknown to the worshipers, an enterprising student had taken one of those life-size Christmass 

Nativity figures of Jesus (you know, the hollow, plastic, painted kind) and stuffed it with some sort of 

rocket device to have it fly into the air. As the procession of vested clergy marched sedately into the 

courtyard of the chapel, the student lit the fuse.  

The statue of Jesus shot up sizzling out of the shrubbery through a cloud of smoke.  The plastic Jesus 

flew sideways and buzzed past the procession.  “Jesus” soared past the heads of the crucifer and 

banner bearers, (who broke ranks from the procession and ran for cover.)  Finally, the jet-propelled 

plastic “Jesus” did a nose dive onto the roof of the nearby rectory, were the Ascension rocket “Jesus” 

sputtered and fizzled out. 

The Dean of the Seminary was not impressed with the student’s defense that he was simply trying to 

dramatize his belief in the reality of the great Ascension of our Lord.  The wayward student quoted 

the Acts of the Apostles, saying: “As there were watching, Jesus was lifted up, and a cloud took 

him out of their sight.” Acts 1:9.  The student reasoned that he was doing the community an 

educational service by recreating just how Jesus went up into the heavens.  But apparently the school 

officials were not so persuaded by the young man’s scientific exploration of the meaning by which 

Jesus was “jet propelled” into the heavens. 

Silly isn’t it?  By the world’s standards, there is a lot that is silly about our Christian beliefs.          

And the Day of the Ascension is one of them.  The Ascension appears to be a rather humorous 

remnant from a pre-scientific world and uniformed vestige from ancient times.  Modern types don’t 

want Jesus to go up to heaven.  We much prefer to keep Jesus here (in place here on earth) feet 

squarely planted in solidarity with us, arm in arm with our values, our needs, our limits, and our 

American world views.  But, the reality is this: Jesus has gone up.  That’s what the Ascension is all 

about, isn’t it?  The mystery of the Ascension is that God has gone up.  “Jet propelled Jesus” 

notwithstanding, Christians do believe in the Ascension.  We confess that we believe that god has 

gone up.  The Creeds state what we believe that “He ascended into heaven”, Right?  It is strange 

stuff, this stuff of faith; stuff of the Ascension of Jesus our Lord.   continued on page 3 
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Mama Kay’s Survivors          May 3, 2026 

You are invited for lunch provided by Mama Kay (Cochrane) and her team  

following worship on Sunday, May 3rd. 

Kay is a grateful survivor of breast cancer, but always on her mind are those 

friends and neighbors who did not survive, and the need for continuing research 

and development of the causes and possible cures of all cancers. 

There will be no cost; donations are appreciated. 

continued from page 2 

The Gospel reading for the Feast Day of the Ascension is indeed strange stuff.  The mysteries of God are just too 

grand to be limited to our earthbound categories. Saint Luke simply says: “While he was blessing them, he 

withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.”  God has gone up with a shout. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has gone up to rule.  Therefore, it is time for us Disciples to stop gazing up into heaven and 

to start looking on earth for evidence of Christ’s rule in our own lives, in our homes; in our communities; in our 

places of worship; and throughout the world.  That Jesus holds the entire cosmos in His expansive embrace is 

very Good News.  Therefore, we join with the choirs of rejoicing, singing, “Deus Ascendit.” “God has gone up.”  

No matter what the circumstances might be, we are assured that God has gone up, to be in charge, and to rule with 

love. 

Since God has gone up, The Ascension is the answer for all of the great questions of this world-questions about 

war, injustice, and oppression.  Because God has gone up, (because Jesus Christ rules) we are assured that 

cosmic, worldwide, multinational, and universal concerns are subject to His rule.  So, too, is The Ascension,     

the answer to our everyday questions and struggles and joys because God has gone up to rule in love.   

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, “Jet Propelled Jesus” notwithstanding, let us rejoice that our God has gone 

up with a shout.  Let us rejoice that our God has gone up to sit at the right hand of God in heaven and still 

interceding for us.  So that we too might be lifted up on high with Him.  Let us rejoice that our Lord, and Savior, 

Jesus the Christ, is the One who came down to be with us, and has gone back to heaven to take charge, and to rule 

with His love, now, and throughout all of eternity.  Thanks be to God! Alleluia!  
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I would like to officially announce the retirement of our longtime music and choir 

director, David Rankin.  David has been with St. Paul's for many years.  We are 

grateful as a congregation to have such a talented and dedicated director to 

enrich our worship services. He will be greatly missed.  We wish him all the best in 

this new chapter of his life.  We will celebrate his retirement on his last day with 

us, Sunday May 31st at a luncheon after service coordinated by Marsha Tarte, 

Fellowship Chair.    

 

Also, on Sunday, May 31st we will be celebrating staff appreciation day by 

honoring Debbie Szymanski, Office Administrator, Brett Densock, Sexton, David 

Rankin, Director of Music and Stephanie Wade, Treasurer (Pastor Appreciation 

Day will be a separate celebration taking place in the fall). A special thanks to the 

staff of St Paul's for their dedication and commitment.  

As we move into summer, our Faith Formation committee chaired by Charity 

Friend is working hard on what I am sure will be an exciting and educational 

Vacation Bible School this June for the youth in our area.  There are also many 

other activities being planned, so please check the announcements for more 

details.       

The vestry will not meet in the month of June or July, but will still be in 

communication via email.     

I hope everyone has a wonderful and safe summer. 

Blessings 

Sue Umstott, Vestry President 
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$10 Giving Sunday – May 31st  

 

I would like to call on us in the sharing of our treasures. Each quarter of the 

year we have special areas of focus that we list on our giving envelopes. I 

would like to ask us to give at least $10 each per month on the last Sunday of 

the month to help the special area of focus for that quarter. Can you set aside 

at least $2.50 a week each for the help to our quarterly areas of focus? It will 

help us work toward serving our church and the community. You can always 

give more if you feel called but I imagine we can all give $2.50 a week extra to 

support these worthy causes.  

Below are the areas for each quarter: 

 

       April-June                    Union Rescue Mission 

July-September             Bountiful Blessings 

October-December              Interfaith Food Pantry 

 

I will include a GIVING SUNDAY envelope in the bulletin on the designated 

Sunday so if you don't have offering envelopes you can still give your $10 for 

the designated area of focus for that month/quarter.  

Thank you for sharing your treasures!! 

Casey Colledge, Stewardship Chairperson 

 

 
Wednesday Vespers  

May 13th  

Eve of the Ascension of Our Lord  

This will be the last evening Vespers until the Fall. 

A social reception will follow in the library on the lower level.  

The church will supply drinks; please sign up on  

the bulletin board to bring a dish to share. 
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St. Paul’s Brass 

from Carlisle, PA 

will join us for worship on 

Sunday, May 31st.  

All are welcome!-please 

invite family and friends to welcome them as we 

join together for worship. 

The children of St. Paul Lutheran and their parents and grandparents are invited to join 

us on the third Tuesday of each month.  We start with a family dinner, move to family 

worship in the small chapel, then back upstairs for a craft activity. We start at 6:00 p.m. 

and are usually finished in an hour and a half. Our next event is on May 19th.       

Please sign up on the bulletin board. 

Note:  Family Worship and Fun will take a summer break. 

We will resume in September.   
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From the Music Director  

 
Dear People of St Paul Church, 

 

 

As my retirement from the position of Music Director draws near, on the 31st of 

May, I want to express my gratitude to you for thirty-some years of support, 

friendship, prayers, and the great privilege of sharing in praise of the Triune God 

in music. Words fail me, so allow me to share this scripture passage with you, from 

St Paul’s letter to the Colossians. It is both something to aspire to, something 

which has sustained me in my journey of faith, and it describes what I have 

experienced here among you, my friends: 

 

 

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone 

has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven 

you, so you also must forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 

everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.  Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 

and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

 

David 
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Please join us on Monday, May 11, at 11:00 a.m. in the Luther Chapel to pray for the 

Church at large, for our world, and for Saint Paul. 

The Saint Paul Prayer Team invites all to join us each month for a time of reflection and 

prayer for those needs presented to us.  But as important, we pray for those needs 

unknown to us, unspoken in need for privacy.  

For personal prayer in private, we might pray: “God, I do not know what is going on in 

my friend’s life today, in family, work, or relationships, but I ask that they will feel Your 

Presence, as they are prayed for and experience Your grace.” 

"Prayer enlarges the heart until it is capable of containing God's gift of himself." 

- Mother Theresa 

 

A paint and sip event with Beth Hilliker will be held on Friday, May 22nd 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the upper level coffee house at St. Paul Church. 

The cost is $25.00 which includes paint supplies and instruction for 
creating the image shown.  No skill is needed to participate. 

Please sign up by Sunday, May 17th.   
BYOB and a small snack to share. 
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Intercessory Prayer Team 

Let Us Pray With You 

 

Please place prayer requests placed in the prayer box shown 

below, (form provided), received by email to 

mutmab43@gmail.com, or by text to 240-727-1798. 

 

                                                  

These requests are prayed for daily by the 

Prayer Team and are held in complete 

confidentiality. 

 

Kathleen Ball 

Prayer Team Coordinator 

 

 

May Celebrations 

1 – Pastor Ryan’s anniversary with St. Paul 

11 – Patti & Eric Cosner anniversary (daughter of Pat Graham) 

12 – Lisa Rowley 

20 – Debbie Szymanski 

21 – Liz Medcalf 

25 – Meadow Wagus 

29 – Patti Squires 

31 - Stephanie & Marty Sharpless anniversary (daughter of Donna Goldizen) 

31 – Diane Rhoads 

mailto:mutmab43@gmail.com
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Joy Book  Club            

 
 

 North Woods, by Daniel Mason, is our May selection.  

Our discussion is scheduled for Tuesday, May 26th at 6:00 p.m. in fellowship hall. 

A sweeping novel about a single house in the woods of New England, told through 

the lives of those who inhabit it across the centuries—a daring, moving tale of 

memory and fate from the Pulitzer Prize finalist and author of The Piano Tuner and 

The Winter Soldier. 

 

When a pair of young lovers abscond from a Puritan colony, little do they know 

that their humble cabin in the woods will become home to an extraordinary 

succession of inhabitants . An English soldier, destined for glory, abandons the 

battlefields of the New World to devote himself to apples. A pair of spinster twins 

survive war and famine, only to succumb to envy and desire. A crime reporter 

unearths a mass grave, but finds the ancient trees refuse to give up their secrets. A 

lovelorn painter, a conman, a stalking panther, a lusty beetle; as each one confronts 

the mysteries of the north woods, they come to realize that the dark, raucous, 

beautiful past is very much alive. 

 

Traversing cycles of history, nature, and even literature, North Woods shows the 

myriad, magical ways in which we’re connected to our environment and to one 

another, across time, language and space. Written along with the seasons and 

divided into the twelve months of the year, it is an unforgettable novel about 

secrets and fates that asks the timeless how do we live on, even after we’re gone? 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/71872930-north-woods
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2026-2027 Scholarship Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mortimer C. and  

Elizabeth Ann Schaidt 

Scholastic Tuition Fund 

On April 15th St. Paul’s Lutheran Church began 

accepting applications for the Mortimer C. and Elizabeth 

Ann Schaidt Scholastic Tuition Fund for the 2026-2027 

academic year. Instructions and the application form 

can be found by visiting www.stpaulcumberland.org or 

by requesting the information from the church office. 

Priority consideration will be given to members of St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church followed by students who are in 

Allegany County. The award can be used for the 

payment of tuition only at an accredited institution 

offering a 2 or 4 year degree, graduate degree, technical 

or vocational training. In order to establish the applicant 

as a member, the applicant must have communed and 

contributed – in their own name - at least once in the 

past year. Additional questions should be directed to 

stpaulsscholarship2015@gmail.com.  

Applications are due by June 15, 2026.  

Bowersox and Frick Scholarship Information 

A separate letter of application must be submitted for 

each scholarship.     Address all applications to the 

Scholarship Committee of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.                                                 

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH 

OFFICE BY 4:00 PM ON JUNE 23rd.  

THE GLADYS FRICK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP is 

available for young adults who are members of St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church or whose parents are members. 

To qualify as an applicant you must be a current high 

school graduate accepted at a four-year college, two-

year junior college, community college, nursing school 

or accredited trade school.  

 

This award shall be made to the applicant who has 

the highest level of scholastic achievement  

during his/her senior year in high school.  

Please include the following information:  

- name and telephone number  

-home address, name of college of acceptance and 

college address  

. - senior year transcript  

- any comment you, the applicant, wish to make  

 

THE BOWERSOX MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP is 

available for all members of St. Paul’s or for young 

adults whose parents are members. To qualify as an 

applicant, you must be a high school graduate, 

accepted by either a graduate school, a four-year 

college, a two-year college, a community college, 

nursing school or an accredited trade school either 

as a part-time or as a full-time student. This award 

shall be made on the basis of need and the 

expressed determination of the student to gain this 

educational experience.  

Please include the following information:  

1.name and telephone number  

2. home address, name of college of acceptance and 

college address  

3. major course of study  

4. the degree for which you, the applicant, are a 

candidate  

and the date it is expected to be awarded  

5. last semester’s grade transcripts  

6. expected cost for the year  

7. the amount you, the applicant, expect to earn  

8. any loan which you, the applicant, or your 

parents have previously obtained for the  

purpose of defraying schooling costs  

9. a statement concerning the need for assistance  

10. any comment you, the applicant, wish to make  
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"Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 

understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths".  

Proverbs 3:5-6 (KJV) (I prefer the King James Version for this.) 

 

I “discovered” these verses in my 20’s.  Trust and lean on the Lord.  Two key 

elements in setting my path straight.  Let the “what ifs” go, by acknowledging 

God’s plan for my life.  Let the “what if” go by my total reliance on God, not on my 

personal understanding, or the wisdom of the world, but on God, directing my 

path. 

 

There will never be smooth sailing in this life and right now it is a pretty rough 

sea, but God is faithful to His promises.  It is still my “go to” verse, and these sixty 

years later, I am still seeing His work in my life, keeping me on the path He has 

chosen for me, gently and not so gently reminding me!  

 

The key words for me and sometimes used as a mantra - “submit to Him”. 

Kathleen Ball 

 

Worship Sound Technicians Needed 

Please consider joining the worship leader team.  If you are interested in 

operating the soundboard controlling the microphones during worship, 

please contact  

Debbie Szymanski or a member  

of the Worship and Music Committee.   

We would like to create a rotating schedule with several technicians.   



 

13 
 

 

 

Coloring page for kids of all ages! 
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Telemann’s Don Quixote: A Comic Opera  

(with puppets) 

 

Our own Tamela Rankin, Debbie Streicher, and Pastor Ryan                             

will be involved in the puppet presentation.  

 

Sunday, May 17, 2026, 4PM 

The Allegany Museum, 3 Pershing St., Cumberland, MD 
 

In the 18th century, more diverse types of opera were appearing throughout Europe–

hundreds were composed, many owing a debt to the commedia dell’arte Italian 

theatrical tradition dating back to the previous century. With an output of at least thirty-

three operas, George Philippe Telemann was among the most prolific composers in this 

form. In 1758 he composed his final opera, Don Quixote auf der Hochzeit des 

Comacho, a portion of Cervantes’ famous satirical story of the escapades of Don 

Quixote, and his pal, Sancho Panza. This short operetta will be performed with singer 

soloists and orchestra, with PUPPETS complementing the action, a common practice 

throughout Europe at the time. 

 

 
 

 

https://alleganymuseum.org/
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Cumberland Area Vacation Bible School 

 

 Dates: June 15-18 Time: 6:00pm – 8:00pm  

Ages: Intergenerational: Children, Youth, and Adults  

All children must be accompanied by an adult.  

Where: Monday, June 15 – Meet at St. Paul in Cumberland  

Tuesday, June 16 – Meet at White Oaks Bowling Alley  

Wednesday, June 17 – Meet at St. Paul in Cumberland for transport to Brookdale 

Farms Thursday, June 18 – Meet at Moon Glo Skating Rink  

Registration Deadline: June 8 

 

 

 

Our annual outdoor worship and church picnic will be held at Brookedale Farm on 

Sunday, June 14th at 11:00 a.m.   We will enjoy a firepit and hayride;                                                        

more details will be announced soon! 

 



 

16 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday  May 3 
  8:45 a.m.  Choir rehearsal 
10:00 a.m.     Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Mama Kay’s luncheon 
Monday  May 4 
6:00-8:00  Art class-coffee house 
7:00 p.m. Let’s Beautify Cumberland! 

Meeting-Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday  May 5 
5:30-7:30  Mountainside Baroque 
 puppet rehearsal-Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday  May 6 
5:15 p.m.  Hand bell rehearsal 
5:30-7:30 Mountainside Baroque  

puppet rehearsal-Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m.  Vespers-chapel 
Thursday  May 7 
5:30 p.m.     Confirmation instruction 
5:30-7:30  Mountainside Baroque 
 puppet rehearsal-Fellowship Hall 
Friday  May 8 
 Beginnings Lunch with Loved One 

Saturday  May 9 
9:00-12:00  Potomac Concert Band 
   Meeting in conference room 
10:00 a.m.  Grief Support group 
12:00 p.m.  Shake Your Soul 
Sunday  May 10 
  8:45 a.m.  Choir rehearsal 
10:00 a.m.  Worship 
Monday  May 11 
11:00 a.m.  Prayers in the Chapel 
6:00-8:00  Art class-Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday  May 12 
5:30 p.m.  Church Council meeting 
Wednesday  May 13 
5:15 p.m.  Hand bell rehearsal 
5:30-7:30 Mountainside Baroque  

puppet rehearsal-Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Celebration of Ascension 

Eve-chapel 
7:00 p.m.  Social reception-library 

Thursday  May 14 
4:00-6:00  Bountiful Blessings 
5:30 p.m.  Confirmation instruction 
5:30-7:30 Mountainside Baroque  

puppet rehearsal-Fellowship Hall 
Sunday  May 17 
 8:45 a.m.  Choir rehearsal 
10:00 a.m.  Worship 

Monday  May 18 
6:00-8:00  Art class-Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday  May 19 
6:00 p.m. Family Worship & Fun Night 
Wednesday  May 20 
 7:00 p.m.  Potomac Concert Band  
   Rehearsal-Fellowship Hall 
Thursday  May 21 
5:30 p.m.  Confirmation instruction 
Friday  May 22 
6:00 p.m.  Paint and Sip 
Saturday  May 23 
10:00 a.m.  Grief Support group 
12:00 p.m.  Shake Your Soul 
 5:00 p.m.  Fellowship Hall reserved 
Sunday  May 24 
  8:45 a.m.  Choir rehearsal 
10:00 a.m.  Worship 
Tuesday  May 26 
 6:00 p.m.  Joy Book Club 
Wednesday  May 27 
7:00 p.m. Potomac Concert Band 

Rehearsal-Fellowship Hall 

Thursday  May 28 

 Beginnings Bridging Ceremony 

4:00-6:00  Bountiful Blessings 

5:30 p.m.  Confirmation instruction 

Friday  May 29 

 Beginnings Last Day of School 

Sunday  May 31-Giving Sunday 

8:45 a.m.  Choir rehearsal 

10:00 a.m.  Worship with St. Paul’s Brass 

11:30 a.m.  David Rankin retirement and 

staff Appreciation luncheon 

 

 


