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A LIFE LIVED BY AND THROUGH THE HOLY CROSS OF CHRIST. 
Signs, we see then everywhere. Road signs, directional signs, billboards, 
signs announcing a sale we even have signs pointing us to the restrooms 
and the fellowship hall. Signs show up just about everywhere.  
In thinking about this coming weeks Feast Day of the Holy Cross  
(Sept. 14th) I am reminded of a sign that I posted while in seminary.  It was 
the practice of each of the classes to place “special treats” in the refectory 
(seminary lunch hall) for everyone to enjoy at lunch time. 
One day, as the seminarians entered the food lone, they saw that  
“the senior class” had placed “a bowl of complementary apples” for their 
fellow students.  On the wall over the bowl, they placed a sign which read: 
“Take only ONE apple. God is watching you.” 
On that same day, my class had also planned “a special treat” which we 
placed at the end of the food line.  Seeing that “the other class” had beat us 
to it, I hastily scrawled a sign and posted it. 
It read: “Take as many cookies as you want. God is back there watching 
the APPLES.”  
The observance of Holy Cross Day, we as faithful Christians focus on  
“a major sign of faith” the cross.  As we all know, back in the first century, 
the cross was “an instrument of torture and death.” 
Only “the lowest and vilest of criminals” i.e. Killers, robbers, renegades, 
and thieves were subjected to “this ugly and gruesome method of  
execution” and the condition was that they would be crucified nude.   
Exposing their entire body to the heat, sun, and ridicule of the crowd. This 
is where the term comes from when people say, “Showing/exposing their 
religion”. Death on a cross was reserved for the worst criminals because 
crucifixion was totally in-humane.  
Yet, “we Christians” have made the cross “a sign of faith.” Odd, isn’t it? 
Don’t you think? 
As far as I know, Christianity is the only religion in the world whose  
universal sign/symbol portrays death. Christians have made the cross “a 
tool of torture” ”the pride of our profession of faith.”  
Again, isn’t this quite interesting? 
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In the coming week (Sept. 14th the feast Day of my  
formal installation to this parish church, St. Paul) we 
will gather in the lower chapel for evening Eucharistic 
vespers to observe once again the significance of the 
cross for our spiritual lives and what that means for our 
Christian journey. 
As we observe/celebrate this Holy Cross Day  
(Sept. 14th) we are quick to recognize that before Jesus 
came to earth, sinners went to the cross to die, but 
since He came, sinners look up to the cross and live. 
Looking up is a theme in our Hebrew scripture lesson 
for this coming feast day.  As the scene opens, once 
again, the Israelites are busy sinning speaking against 
God and against Moses.  Finally, the Almighty grows 
weary with their constant wining and griping and the 
Lord God sends poisonous snakes among them.   
Many people are bitten by these snakes, and they die. 
When the people repent, God instructs Moses to  
fashion “a special sign” and lift it up on a pole. Moses 
crafts “a bronze replica of the snake” and God infuses 
it with the power to heal anyone who looks upon it in 
repentance.  Jesus later refers to this historical event 
(and to God’s healing love) when He predicts His own 
death saying: “and just as MOSES lifted up the  
SERPENT in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up that whoever believes in Him may have 
eternal life.” And as we all know, Jesus was indeed 
“lifted up on a cross.” 
As Jesus is crucified on that cross, as sign is posted 
above His head which reads: “Jesus of Nazareth,  
THE King of the Jews.”  
It is interesting no doubt to note that this sign is written 
in three different languages: Hebrew, Latin and Greek.  

These are the three great languages of the world in the 
first century. And to this day the three great languages 
of faith by many world religions.  

This sign tells us that Jesus is “a UNIVERSAL  
Savior.” The sign also predicts Jesus’ rule as 
 “the KING of the Universe.” 
“King Jesus” rule was (and continues to be) one of 
love for US ALL! Just like those sinful and wayward 
Israelites of old, WE too are “guilty sinners” and there 
is NO self-directed recovery from the poison which 
separates US from God. 
Instead, today (and everyday), the Good News is found 

in the familiar words of St. John 3: 16: “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that   
everyone who believes in Him may not parish, but 

have everlasting and eternal life.” 

 
 
 
When we look to “the cross of Christ” in  
“true repentance and faith,” this terrible instrument of 
torture becomes a sign of how Jesus suffered the death 
that WE deserve. 
Jesus was lifted up on that Cross and died to take away 
OUR sins, and accomplish OUR salvation.   
Therefore, we have eternal life through the  
contradiction of the foolish and weak death of God’s 
only Son on the cross. 
Now lifted up from the earth, the Risen and Ascended 
Jesus Christ pours forth His spirit, and draws US to 
himself in love. 
The cross is a clear sign of Christ’s love for US 
through all of the changes and challenges and chances 
of life. 
So, I sincerely hope that I will see most of you on Holy 
Cross day in the chapel!  As we affirm our common 
belief and baptism on this Holy Cross day (Sept. 14th) 
as we recall in our Baptism, we were sealed by the  
Holy Spirit and marked with the sign of the Cross of 
Christ forever.  Therefore, we can be bold in living out 
our Baptismal calling as we acclaim the cross as  
“the sign of our eternal life.” 
With thanksgiving, we live in the assurance that just as 
the beams of the cross extend in all directions, so 
God’s faithfulness will endure throughout all the  
seasons and circumstances of our lives.    
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, under the  
patronage of Saint Paul, the Apostle, always be bold in 
your faith and what you profess to be your beliefs in 
what the cross has truly done for us.  Let us rejoice in 
the Cross of Christ the sign of our salvation.   
Let us always give thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ in 
whose Holy Cross there is mercy, grace, hope, peace, 
and eternal life forever. Thanks be to God!  
 

Your Servant and Shepherd in Christ, 
Fr. Ryan + 
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From the President…... 

As we head into fall, we will be making 
plans how to best utilize our time and 

resources here at St. Paul’s.  We will be 
reviewing our services and the 
community programs that we  

orchestrate.  Anyone with ideas or  
suggestions should please contact the 

church office or reach  
out to a council member. 

  
For many families, the arrival of  

September means schools are back in 
session.  I want to take this opportunity 
to wish children everywhere a safe and 

blessed school year. 
  

Many thanks to the committee members 
and church staff and everyone who  

volunteers their time to our church and 
our community.   

  
The council will meet again  

on October 11th.     
  

Blessings 

Sue Umstott, Council President 
 

 

 
 

On September 18, all ages are invited to  
Fellowship Hall following worship  

as we “kick off” and begin LOFT and  
Chapel Time for the fall. 

Join us for a beverage, snack,  
and the  

opportunity to visit and get to  
know one another. 

 
LOFT 

(Living Our Faith Together) 

 
 
LOFT (Living Our Faith Together) Bible 
Study for the fall begins on Sunday,  
September 18 following fellowship time in 
Fellowship Hall (the gym). The study is 
based on the Taking Faith Home bulletin 
we receive each week during worship and 
provides the opportunity to share highs and 
lows, read the scriptures, talk about them, 
and discover ways to relate the message to 
our own lives. 

Bibles are provided but we also  
encourage you to bring a  

favorite study Bible. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 9th 

at  
5:00 p.m.  

on the Washington Street lawn.   
Please bring your pet in a  

carrier or on a leash for a special blessing and a treat.  
We will also  

collect items needed by the  
Allegany County animal shelter: 

 
• Dog food 

• Cat food (wet and dry) 

• Kitten & puppy food (wet and dry) 

• Kitty litter (prefer the plain,                                     

non-scoopable clay variety) 

• Blankets and towels 

• Toys and Treats 
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Hallelujah! 
How good it is to sing praises to our God!  

    how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 
The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem;  

    He gathers the exiles of Israel. 
He heals the brokenhearted  

    and binds up their wounds. Psalm 147:1-3 
 

After many months of limited music making, it is time to rebuild. A number of folks have expressed 
interest in being part of the music ministry of the church in worship, and, honestly, some of your 
friends in the  
congregation are ‘telling on’ others, when they know of someone who enjoys singing or is talented at 
playing an instrument! So, if you’ve been waiting for an invitation, here it is: 
 

An Invitation 
 

To anyone interested in singing, ringing or playing instruments in worship: 
 
 

We will be hosting an informal ‘Musician’s Retreat’ on Saturday, September 17, 2022, starting at 
10:30 am and ending around 2:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 

The plan for the day: 
Enjoy each other’s company with morning coffee and midday lunch;  

Share interests in singing and playing music in worship; 
And, for those who are interested, some hymns, service music and choral music will be introduced in 

the morning, starting at 10:45. An introduction to handbells will be offered after lunch,  
starting at 12:45 pm.  

Please come for all, or for any part of the day! 
 
 

It would be helpful in planning for lunch to know how many people are interested, but a last-minute 
decision to show up is perfectly acceptable as well. 

 
 
Please contact me if you have questions: 
 
 
David Rankin, Director of Music 
drankin47@gmail.com 
304-209-8890 THESPIRE 4 
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PLACE Assessment? What is it really? 

Personal discovery in a combination of assessments and teaching where you learn: 
 

 
 

Discover God’s Plan for You  
It can be confusing to find your place in daily life and even when you consider where and how you 
can serve in the ministry of the church, whether in the congregation or the community. Society or 
even your friends and family say you “should” be serving in one way, but this leaves you feeling  
discouraged and unfulfilled. No matter what age we are, there are times we feel stuck in a role and 
prayerfully seek answers. The PLACE assessment helps you know who you are and the gifts God 
has given you.  

God created you for a purpose. Let’s discover it! 
 

Debbie Streicher will facilitate a two-day session. Please RSVP by contacting Debbie or sign up on 
the sheet on the bulletin board found on the wall as you enter the gym.  
 
Dates: September 23 – Begin with dinner at 5:30pm followed by Part 1 ending at 9:00pm 

September 24 – Begin Part 2 at 9:30am, lunch at noon, and finish at 4:00pm 
Location: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Cost? Donations towards books and meals appreciated 
Questions? Please do not hesitate to ask Debbie (dstreicher52@gmail.com , 703-303-7255) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Allegany County Department of Social Services’ 18th annual Safe and Snug  Program will 

operate from September 12th through October 28th.  The program, funded entirely by         

community support, distributed 437 coats in 2021.  St. Paul’s will collect new coats, hats and 

gloves and deliver them to the Department of Social Services.  If you wish to make a monetary 

donation, please send it to MASSBF, Maryland Association of Social Services Board        

Foundation, P. O. Box 2351, Annapolis MD 21401-attention finance and                               

note Safe and Snug in the memo section. 
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Chapel time for children begins for the fall on September 18. Parents and grandparents 
are welcome to join the children or are invited to join the LOFT Bible Study during this 
time. The children will be invited to have a beverage and a snack in Fellowship Hall  
before heading to the chapel.  
 
Chapel Time begins with Pastor Ryan in the downstairs chapel and then moves to a 
room where crafts and fun conversations related to the theme for the week take place  
facilitated by Kaitlin Diehl.   
 
 
 
 

 
Opportunities for faith formation at St. Paul’s on Sundays. 

Consider how you may want to join us each Sunday as we grow in our faith together: 
Book Study – Spiritual Formation by Henri Nouwen @ 8:30am 
Worship @ 10am in the Sanctuary 
Christ Cubby – Worship Bags and Resources for Children (during worship) 
LOFT Bible Study – Reading scripture @ 11:40am 
Chapel/Craft Time for Children @ 11:40am 

 

  

THESPIRE 6 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Joy Book Club met Tuesday evening,  
August 17, to discuss “The Art of Dancing 
in the Rain”.  It was a discussion filled with 
laughter, sadness, remembrances of pets 
we have had, and those we still have as  

companions.  Our next book for discussion 
will be “The Alice Network” by Kate Quinn. 

 
In 'The Alice Network,' the lives of two  
indomitable women intertwine in a plot  

crackling with suspense.  Courageous men 
and women infiltrated the German lines in  

rural France.  Lili, in the novel the chief  
handler of the group, is based on a real  

woman who at the time was called a  
“regular Joan of Arc.” 

 
 
 

ATTENTION!!!    
Have you been reading the  
announcements?  Have you 

been hearing the pleas?   
You are needed, wanted and would 
be so greatly appreciated.  Please  

consider giving perhaps just  
an extra hour each week to enhance and 

personally grow from any help and/or  
participation you might give to the ministry 

of our church.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

Greetings from Bob Davis! 
Your writer here had the privilege of a chat with 

Christine Davis-Hilt sending greetings  
and a big hello 

from her dad Bob Davis.   
Bob is a  

member here  
who felt the need to seek family  

when wife Fran passed 
 away a few years ago and now lives with son 

Matthew and his wife in Germantown, MD.   
They want you to  

know he’s doing well and will turn a blessed  
90 years old next month.  Still having his quiet 

sense of humor, he has  
named his walking stick “Moses” because it parts 

everyone out of his way!  Our love and  
best wishes to Bob and Christine. 

 
Linda Zeller 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 New Members Course 
Have you ever wanted to know more about 

Lutheranism?  This 6-week course with   
Father Ryan will satisfy the requirement 
for those interested in membership at St. 
Paul.  If you feel the Spirit is moving you 
towards a fuller fellowship with St. Paul 

church please see the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board by fellowship hall.   
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In support of the Bountiful Blessings, Inc. dinner, live auction and comedy night      
fundraiser, St. Paul Lutheran Church donated a Maryland themed basket to auction.  

The basket included items from Simplee Kountry, The Maryland Store, Walmart,  
Basecamp Coffee, Martin’s Foods and Cumberland Trail Connection.   

Many thanks to Jane Roderick for her time and effort making our donation a success! 

 
Congratulations to Gary Long and Leigh Winters 

Gary and Leigh were united in marriage in the chapel by Father Ryan 
on Saturday, August 6th.   
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The story behind the sign……….. 
 

Ed Ayers and Nancy Lohr were engaged.  They really wanted to get married at St. Paul 
Church but the COVID-19 pandemic wasn’t making it easy. Ed and Nancy thought a   
ceremony on the front portico would be just right and set the date; June, 20, 2020.   

Ed wanted to surprise Nancy in some way on their big day.   
He decided the surprise would be beautiful rose bushes and landscaping of the gardens 

on either side of the front portico steps.  He contacted Gary Mallow who happened  
to be on vacation in Florida. 

Gary assured Ed he could beautify the portico area in time for his and Nancy’s big day. 
 

Nancy didn’t see the beautiful garden landscaping until she walked out of the  
Smallwood St. door to meet Ed at the front portico.     

And look what two years has grown into! 
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Sunday  September 4 
10:00 AM  Worship 
 7:30 PM  Potomac Concert Band 
    rain site   
Monday  September 5 
OFFICE AND SCHOOL CLOSED 
Wednesday September 7 
 5:00 PM  Outreach Meeting 

Thursday  September 8 
4:00-6:00  Bountiful Blessings 
Friday  September 9 
 3:30 PM  Heritage Days set-up 
Saturday  September 10 
10:00-4:00  Heritage Days 
Sunday  September 11 
10:00 AM  Worship 
12:00-4:00  Heritage Days 
Tuesday  September 13 
 5:30 PM  Council Meeting 
Wednesday September 14 
 6:00 PM  Vespers 
Friday  September 16 
6:00-8:00    Beginnings  
   Back to School Night 
Saturday  September 17 
10:30-2:00  Music Retreat 
Sunday  September 18 
 8:30 AM  Book Study 
10:00 AM  Worship 
11:30 AM  LOFT and Chapel Time 
Wednesday September 21 
 6:00 PM  Vespers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday  September 22 
4:00-6:00  Bountiful Blessings 
Friday  September 23 
5:30-9:00  Spiritual Gifts Retreat 
Saturday  September 24 
9:30-4:00  Spiritual Gifts Retreat 
Sunday  September 25 
 8:30 AM  Book Study 
10:00 AM  Worship 
11:30 AM  LOFT and Chapel Time 
Wednesday September 28 
 6:00 PM  Vespers 
Friday  September 30 
      BEGINNINGS CLOSED  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Celebrate BIG, each of you!!!            
         8 -  Burt & Debbie Streicher  -  
 Anniversary (1979) 
        13 – Anniversary of Pastor Ryan’s  
 Installation in 2020 
        13 – David Rankin 
        17 – Ray Hunt 
        28 – Kaden Sharpless  
 (Goldizen’s grandson) 
 
 
 
 
 


