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“Behold the life giving tree of the cross. On which was hung

“Signs, signs, everywhere a sign...Can’t you read the signs?”

billboards, signs announcing a sale-we even have signs pointing us to the
restrooms and the fellowship hall. Signs show up just about everywhere.

of the Holy Cross. The Feast of the Holy Cross (also called the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross) originated in the fourth century following the dedication
of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem on September 14, 335
AD.

We proclaim Christ Crucified!

Saint Paul’s First epistle to the Corinthians 1: 23-25.

the salvation of the world.”

Signs. We see them everywhere-road signs, directional signs,

On September 14™ the Universal Church will observe the Feast Day
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On this Festival Day, I am reminded of a sign that I posted way back while in seminary. It was
the practice of each of the classes to place “special treats” in the refectory (Luncheon Room) for
everyone to enjoy at lunch time. One day, as the seminarians entered the food line, they saw that “the
senior class” had placed “a bowl of complementary apples” for their fellow students. On the wall over
the bowl, they placed a sign which read: “Take only ONE apple. God is watching you.” On that same
day, my class had also planned “a special treat”-which we placed at the end of the food line. Seeing that
the other class had beat us to it, I hastily scrawled a sign and posted it.

It read: “Take as many COOKIES as you want. God is back there watching the APPLES.”

On the feast of the Holy Cross we focus on a major sign of our faith-the cross. As we all know,
back in the first century, the cross was an instrument of great torture and death. Only the lowest and
vilest of criminals- killers, robbers, renegades, and thieves—where subjected to this ugly and gruesome
method of execution. Death on a cross was reserved for the worst criminals—because crucifixion was
totally in-humane. Yet, we Christians have made the cross a sign of our faith.

As far as I know, Christianity is the only religion in the world whose universal sign portrays
death. Christians have made the cross a “tool of torture.” The pride of our profession of faith.
0dd, isn’t it? In our 21 century, we can’t even imagine anyone holding up a rope and hangman’s
noose, and saying, “THIS is a sign of faith.” It would never be “politically correct” to wear a small,
golden electric chair on a chain around our necks as a “sign” of our beliefs. Yet, WE Christians
enthusiastically display the cross (an executioner’s beam) in every place of our worship. And Holy
Cross Day, we set aside a special time to highlight the significance of the cross for our spiritual lives.

We know from Holy Scriptures, that there was a sign written to be placed above Jesus’ head on
the day of his crucifixion. The sign above his head read: “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”
It is very interesting to note that this sign is written in three languages: Hebrew, Latin, and Greek.
These are the three great languages of the world in the first century. This sign tells us that Jesus is a
universal Savior. The sign also predicts Jesus’ rule as the KING of the Universe.

King Jesus’ rule was (and continues to be) one of Love for US. Just like those “sinful and
wayward Israelites of old.” WE too are guilty sinners-and there is NO self-directed recovery from the
poison which separates US from God. Instead, on the feast of the Holy Cross and every day, the Good
News is found in the familiar words of St. John 3:16.

“For God so loved the world-that he gave His only begotten Son, so that who so ever believes
in him may not parish, but have everlasting and eternal life.”

When we look to the cross of Christ in “true repentance and faith,” this terrible instrument of
torture becomes a sign of how Jesus suffered the death that WE deserve. Jesus was lifted up on the
Cross and died to take away OUR sins, and accomplish OUR salvation. Therefore, we have eternal life
through the contradiction of the foolish and weak death of God’s only Son on the Cross.

Now lifted up from the earth, the Risen and Ascended Jesus Christ pours forth His Spirit, and
draws US to Himself in Love. The Cross is a clear sign of Christ’s love for US through all of the
changes and challenges of our loves.as we affirm our Baptisms on Holy Cross Day, we recall that in our
own Baptism, we were sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the “sign” of the Cross of Christ-
forever. Therefore, we can be bold in loving our Baptismal calling-as we acclaim the cross as the sign
of our eternal life with Him. With thanksgiving, we live in the assurance that just as the beams of the
cross extend in all directions, so God’s faithfulness will endure throughout all the seasons and
circumstances of our lives.

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, on Holy Cross Day and everyday let us rejoice in the
Cross—the “sign” of our day of salvation. Let us give thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ-in whose Holy
Cross there is mercy, grace, hope, peace, and eternal life. Thanks be to God!

In His Service,

Fr. Ryan +
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I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable summer. With the end of summer,

Vestry has resumed their monthly meeting schedule and we are working at our
ministries of caring for our church family and the community here and abroad.

The Vestry is in the process of reviewing and updating all operation policies and
procedures to ensure that we have standards in place that serve the best interest of
the church.

We are also currently reviewing the descriptions for Vestry committees which have
not been updated for a number of years. We are looking forward to input from
current Vestry chairs and committee members as well as any feedback from church
members. Your thoughts are greatly appreciated.

In July, the executive committee and the finance chair had a meeting with our
investment advisors at CBIZ to review our current finances. All details were
presented at our monthly Vestry meeting in August.

Our next vestry meeting will be held September 8th at 5:30.

Blessings,
Sue Umstott, Vestry President

$10 Giving Sunday — September 27"
July-September Bountiful Blessings

October-December Interfaith Food Pantry

I will include a GIVING SUNDAY envelope in the bulletin on the designated
Sunday so if you don't have offering envelopes you can still give for the
designated area of focus for that month/quarter.

Thank you for sharing your treasures!!

Casey Colledge, Stewardship Chairperson



Family Worship and Fun

The children of St. Paul Lutheran and their parents and grandparents are invited to join
us on the third Tuesday of each month. We start with a family dinner, move to family
worship in the small chapel, then back upstairs for a craft activity. We start at 6:00 p.m.
and are usually finished in an hour and a half. Our next event is on September 15,

Please sign up if you plan to attend.

Let ‘Us Pray With You

Sunday Morning Prayers
Prayer requests called into the church office
or received through pastoral visits.
Prayed for during Sunday morning worship.

Intercessory Prayer Team Prayers
Prayer requests placed in the prayer box located
on the table by the parking lot entrance and
shown below, (form provided),
received by email to
mutmab43@gmail.com, or
by text to 240-727-1798.

These requests are prayed for daily by the
Prayer Team and are held in complete
confidentiality.

Kathleen Ball
Prayer Team Coordinator

CHURCH
POTLUCK

Please join us for fellowship and a
potluck luncheon following
worship on
Sunday, September 6.

ONLINE GIVING

St. Paul Church has established

and opened an online giving
option. If you’d like give your
offering/tithe online, please use
the QR code above. Recurring
and one-time donations can be
set up via the QR code. Please
see Debbie or Stephanie in the

office if you need assistance.
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PSALM 100

Handbell rehearsals will begin on Wednesday,
September 16™ at 5:00 p.m. Choir rehearsals will begin on
Sunday, September 20™ at 8:30 a.m. Both rehearsals will take
place in the choir room on the lower level. All are welcome!
Please see Mark Steiner if you have any questions.
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Children of the Congregation!

Our music director, Mark Steiner, would like to have
a children’s choir sing during Christmas Eve worship.
Please contact Mark at mwsteiner(@breezeline.net, call the church office or sign up

on the bulletin board if your family would like to participate.

Vespers

Wednesday Vespers
will begin on September 16™ at 6:00 p.m.
Vespers will be held each Wednesday in the Martin Luther chapel.
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Daniel Highland working at Hollywood Studios in the role of Photopass
Photographer during his second Disney College Program

He sends warm thoughts and wishes for good health to his church family!

Rosita Returns on September 20

O ,.o'..WithRosita faith
and Debbie home

Rosita and Debbie Streicher have had a very busy and fun-filled summer.
Rosita is looking forward to being back again on September 20t".
She is excited about returning to give the
Taking Faith Home Message during worship.



Congratulations 2026-2027 Scholarship Award Recipients

Bowersox Scholarship
Andrew Highland-$1,120.00

Mortimer C. and Elizabeth A. Schaidt Scholarship
Andrew Highland-$3,141.00
Ava Strawderman-$1,808.00
Malia Strawderman-$1,713.00
Nicholas Wilt-$2,855.00

RELYING ON
THE HOLY SPIRIT

DISCOVER WHO HE IS
AND HOW HE WORKS

CHARLES F. STANLEY

Fall 2026 Book Study
Beginning Sunday, September 13" at 11:30
Books have been ordered for those who signed up for the study.
They can be picked up in the church office.

Confirmation instruction will resume on Thursday, September 17" at
5:30 p.m. The class will meet in the conference room on the lower level.



Thank You

Dear Scholarship Committee of
St. Paul’s,

Thank you so very much for awarding
me the Bowersox Scholarship.
I am very grateful for this generous gift
to continue my education.

Your financial assistance is truly
appreciated as I continue to work hard
on my studies and
strive for excellence.

Thank you again.

With sincere gratitude,
Andrew Highland

Bountiful Blessings
We are asking for donations of hand
soap. Ifyou are able to help assist our
community neighbors in this way, please
put donations in the box located near the
parking lot entrance.

Thank you!

Join us for a progressive dinner on Saturday, September 12 beginning at 4:00 p.m.
Enjoy a 4-course dinner at the homes of different hosts among our congregation. Please sign up
on the bulletin board and if you are able to host one of the courses at your home, please contact

Marsha Tarte 702-219-3253.

%SEPTEMBER CELEBRATIONS %

1 — Gus Pratico

8 - Burt & Debbie Streicher - Anniversary (1979)

13 — Anniversary of Pastor Ryan’s Installation in 2020 -|-

13 — David Rankin
14 - Joan Gray

14 - Todd Umstott
17 —Ray Hunt

28 — Kaden Sharpless (Donna Goldizen’s grandson)




Joy Book Club

BOOK CLUB

Our September book selection is
The Things We Never Say by Elizabeth Strout.
We will meet for a discussion on Tuesday, September 22"

at 6:00 p.m. in fellowship hall.

Shake your Soul is a dynamic
/ experience that builds the
mind/body connection through the
e —=="" oy of music and dance. We'll help
/ / you find your groove with no
pressure to “do it right.” It is freeing
and fun, just what you need to
\ / rejuvenate and unwind!
Shake Your Soul calls for moderate
/C exertion. We will support your

movements to meet the needs of

your body, and welcome all levels

of experience and fitness.
WHEN:

Scturdoys 12:00 - 1:00 | NEW Fall 2026 Season

Sept 26 - Nov 21

NO CLASS Oct 24

v,
) ’
Oct 10 is pending venue confirmation "K \
check email or call/text us to confirm \\\‘\.0 /
WHERE:

Saint Paul’'s Lutheran
Church, 15 N. Smallwood St.,
Cumberland

*thank you to St Paul's for use of their beautiful space!

WEAR:

« Comfortable clothes for
movement

* Bare feet or shoes

= Water bottle

Suggested donation: $7
Join our email list to recieve updates and reminders.

Bring a friend and call if you have any questions. Call/text for more information :
Donnelle Keech, 301-331-4498
Hope to see you there! Martha Schadt, 240-727-1380

updoted 8/21/26



Wednesday
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
8:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
Monday

September 2

Worship and Music
Committee meeting-Zoom
September 6

Worship in Luther Chapel
Worship

Potluck luncheon

September 7

Labor Day-Office and Beginnings closed

6:00-8:00
Tuesday
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
Thursday
4:00-6:00
7:00 p.m.

Saturday
10:00 a.m.
10:00-4:00
Sunday
10:00 a.m.
12:00-4:00
Monday
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00-8:00
Tuesday
6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Drawing class-Fellowship Hall

September 8

Staff meeting

Vestry special meeting
Vestry Meeting

September 10

Bountiful Blessings

Let’s Beautify Cumberland!
Meeting-fellowship hall
September 12

Grief Support Group
Heritage Days window tours

September 13
Worship

Heritage Days window tours
September 14

Staff meeting

Chapel prayers

Drawing class-Fellowship Hall

September 15

Family Worship and Fun
September 16

Hand bell rehearsal
Vespers-Luther Chapel

Thursday
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
8:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
Monday
10:00 a.m.
6:00-8:00
Tuesday
6:00
Wednesday
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Thursday
4:00-6:00
5:30 p.m.
Saturday
10:00 a.m.
12:00-1:00
Sunday
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Monday
10:00 a.m.
6:00-8:00
Wednesday
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

September 17
Confirmation instruction
September 20

Choir rehearsal-choir room

Worship
September 21
Staff Meeting

Drawing class-Fellowship Hall

September 22

Joy Book Club
September 23

Hand bell rehearsal
Vespers-Luther Chapel
September 24
Bountiful Blessings
Confirmation instruction
September 26

Grief Support Group
Shake Your Soul

September 27
Choir rehearsal-choir room

Worship-Giving Sunday
September 28
Staff meeting

Drawing class-Fellowship Hall

September 30
Hand bell rehearsal

Vespers-Luther Chapel
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We look forward o seging you!

N eeSERTEMBER

s St. Paul Church will

be open for sanctuary stained glass window
tours on Saturday, September 12" from
10:00-4:00 and on Sunday, September 13
from 12:00-4:00 for Heritage Days.




